J. West/English 2593


Writing Project 2: Rhetorical Analysis
(final draft due: Thursday, April 2)

Your last essay assignment asks you to choose one of the following options and construct an essay of around 750- 1000 words (longer is fine; shorter probably won’t get the job done)  in which you present a sustained argument about the way you see the texts you choose communicating to their audience. Regardless of which option you choose, your essay should do the following:

· Present a clear, focused thesis that makes an argument. What that means is that someone would likely argue with you about your claim. 
· Support that argument with well-developed points, which you illustrate with close readings of examples from the text(s).
· Attention to the rhetorical features – what kind of text is it, when was it produced, who produced it and for what audience, and obviously, what is it saying; what does any of that tell us about how to read it. 
· Draw conclusions in the end that don’t just restate what you’ve already said; make connections, show the reader how you’ve come to believe in your interpretation (and ultimately, why he or she should see your point of view).

· Adhere to the conventions of standard, edited English and the documentation standards of MLA (if you have questions about documentation, you should consult resources on the website or make an appointment to meet with me).

· You should avoid: plot summary (assume the reader has read/viewed the works you’re interpreting); oversimplification (the themes we’ve been discussing are extremely complex; make sure you treat them as such); assuming that the reader shares your point of view (in fact, it would be useful to think about each point you make from an alternate view; challenge yourself to see your analysis from multiple sides in order to anticipate objections or refute/accommodate possible alternative readings). 

OPTION 1: Rhetorical Analysis of a Single Popular Culture Text (or series)
Should you choose this option, you will pick one text to dig into to figure out how and what it’s communicating about gender. You can choose a film, a television episode or series, an advertisement or advertising campaign, a line of toys/games, a popular book or series, a news story, comic book or series, video game, etc. etc. I’m open to other possibilities, so use your imagination. If you choose this one, make sure you pick something rich enough to pull out lots of meaning.
OPTION 2: Comparative Analysis within a Single Genre
If you choose this option, you will choose at least two texts in the same genre (film, television, book, etc.) that are dealing with similar themes and explore how they are communicating similarly and/or differently. An easy way to think about this one is in terms of remakes: a remake of The Women (originally released in 1939 – the first production to feature not a single man on screen) was released last year. What does each version say about gender during its time period? Another way is to think about choosing texts based on a theme or pattern. For example, if you chose to analyze the way pregnancy has been treated in film from the 50s to the present, you could look at A Summer Place (1959), For Keeps (1988), and Juno (2007). 

OPTION 3: Theme-Based Analysis of Texts in Multiple Genres
For this option, you will choose a variety of texts based on a particular theme or pattern during one period but of different kinds. For instance, you could look at news coverage of sex education, at curriculum used in schools, at unofficial sex education in teen magazines, and at a television show or film that depicts sex ed (Grease 2 comes to mind; there’s also a great Wonder Years episode about gym class). Or you might choose to look at representations of housewives on reality television (The Real Housewives of Wherever), primetime drama (Desperate Housewives), and in the news (stories about educated women who “opt out” of the work force to stay at home). Medical issues work well under this topic because medical dramas on television tend to take their storylines from real events, so comparing representation with what’s really going on can allow you to make an argument about a cultural trend. 
**If you have another idea for an analysis paper that you’d like to write (that doesn’t fit neatly into one of these categories), I’m happy to entertain suggestions; your responsibility is to clear your topic with me before you begin writing.**
