ENGLISH 2593-1: Images of Women in American Popular Culture


Instructor: Jennifer Ellis West • Louisiana State University • Office: Allen 43 • Phone: 578-6289 • 

E-mail: jwest22@lsu.edu • Website: http://www.writingclassroom.com/ 

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11-12; additional hours available by appointment

Course Description

In this course, we will learn to analyze a variety of texts, paying particular attention to the ways that women have been represented in a wide array of popular media. Our goals are both to attain a working knowledge of common stereotypes, historical trends, and theoretical frameworks used to understand the ways women have been popularly imaged and to hone our analytical skills, carefully assessing the content of messages, their packaging, and the implicit assumptions that lurk beneath the surface. We will be concerned with visual media consumed in mass quantities, especially magazines, television shows, advertisements, and films. We will also engage with media that you think is important, entertaining, or popularly consumed by a particular group—I will often rely on you to produce examples of texts for us to analyze in class in addition to the ones listed on our course schedule. The class is designed as a workshop; as such, I will often present information, but meaning-making will also come from our discussions about the texts in question. Our primary question will be: what is our popular culture communicating about what it means to be female?

Course Materials

Required texts for the course:

· Where the Girls Are: Growing Up Female with the Mass Media by Susan J. Douglas 

· Course packet, will be available at Copies Too (5251 Nicholson, Suite N; 225-761-1888) beginning next week (after 1/19); readings from the packet will also be posted on the class website, if you prefer to print them out on an as-needed basis.

· Selected movies and TV shows: We will analyze several television episodes and films throughout the semester. Some of them we will watch during class, but occasionally, I will assign them for you to watch them on your own time, so you’ll need to rent or borrow copies of them.

 


Assignments and Evaluation

Writing Projects (15% each): You will complete two writing projects (3-4 pages each), a historical report in the first half of the semester and a rhetorical analysis in the second half. You’ll get detailed assignment sheets for each project and we’ll go over the requirements in class.

Midterm and Final Exams (25% each): On the exams, you will demonstrate both that you are absorbing the objective material (definitions, concepts, theoretical ideas, historical information) and that you are learning to apply the analytical tools we’re learning to cultural texts. Both exams will have a short-answer objective component and an essay component.

Class Participation (20%): You will earn points for quizzes, in-class writing, homework assignments, and, sometimes just for being present and participating in class activities and discussions. 
Notes on Evaluation: You MUST turn in the midterm and the final exams in order to receive course credit. The grading scale for this class is as follows: A – 91-100; B – 81-90; C – 71-80; D – 61-70; F – 60 and below.

What Other Things Do You Need to Know?

1. Plan to come every time, on time. Your attendance is essential to your success in this class. Not only because you’ll earn points when you’re here (quizzes, in-class writing, points for group participation), but also because we will all be depending on each other to get the most out of our class discussions. If you aren’t here, you miss valuable information, and we miss your perspective. 

2. Participation grades cannot be made up. Quizzes and in-class writing will often happen at the beginning of class; if you aren’t there, you don’t take it. I will drop the lowest score in this category, and I will occasionally offer opportunities to earn extra points to make up for unavoidable absences (I know we all get sick). But for the most part, coming regularly and on time and being prepared are the best ways to do well in this class. 

3. You are responsible for keeping up with in-class and out-of-class assignments. The schedule of due dates and homework assignments can be located on our class website. Announcements and new assignments will be regularly posted; you are responsible for checking it on a regular basis. From time to time, I will also send out email reminders; you should get in the habit of checking your email regularly as well.

4. Late Policy:  Homework assignments must be turned in the day they’re due in order for you to earn credit; no late homework will be accepted. If you know you’ll be missing class, I will accept homework via email as long as I get it by the time class starts. For the major writing projects, I will accept late papers, but you will earn only 80% of the grade you would have earned otherwise. All papers must be submitted no later than May 2 to earn any credit at all.
5. Plagiarism: Academic honesty is required in all courses at Louisiana State University.  Plagiarism cases are reported to the Dean of Students for action.  The punishment for a plagiarism at Louisiana State University is given in the Code of Student Conduct, Section 5.1.  Students should acquaint themselves with the Code of Student Conduct.  Plagiarism can result in dismissal from the university or a failing grade in the course. If you have questions about using borrowed material in an essay or how to properly acknowledge sources, please check with me before the essay is submitted. 

6. Be polite! Text-messaging, newspaper-reading, and acting otherwise uninterested in what is happening in class are all inconsiderate of me and of your classmates. I reserve the right to revoke your participation points for the day, ask you to leave, or throw very mean looks in your direction if you engage in rude behavior. Please don’t make me do any of those things.

Where Can You Get Help?

1. My office! At any point, if you’re concerned about your progress in the course, or if you have questions about any of the material or issues we’re discussing, I am happy to talk with you. I am in my office every Tuesday and Thursday from 11-12, but I can also arrange to meet with you other times; all you have to do is email me.  Especially if you’re having trouble, come sooner rather than later.

2. The LSU Writing Center is an excellent resource that offers free, individual peer-writing tutorials for all LSU students. It is located in Coates B-31; online information is also available on the Writing Center website (easily located under LSU A-Z).

3. The University is dedicated to making reasonable accommodations for all students with documented disabilities. Students should notice the Office of Disability Services located in 112 Johnson Hall and their instructors of any special needs.

Our Class Statement of Respect: 

We will work together to draft a statement we all agree to that articulates a commitment to making our classroom a safe space for anyone, regardless of racial or ethnic identity, gender, sexuality, age, or religious or political beliefs.

When Will We Do What? 

What follows is an outline of the topics we’ll cover and due dates for the major projects. I’ll fill out the schedule online with readings and assignments as the semester progresses, but this will give you a general idea of what our semester will look like.
SCHEDULE FOR ENGLISH 2593-1, T/Th, 12:10-1:30, 116 Audubon

Readings and assignments are listed for the days they are due. CP refers to the course packet.

	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	January 13 Introduction and expectations; image analysis and in-class writing
	January 15 Syllabus overview; getting to know one another; establishing our classroom guidelines

	January 20 Questions and Concepts: How and Why to Read Popular Culture


	January 22 

	January 27 The F Word and Other Keywords
	January 29 

	February 3 Princesses and Fairy Tales
	February 5



	February 10 
	February 12 Beauty and the Body

	February 17 
	February 19 Women in the Workplace

	February 24 – MARDI GRAS HOLIDAY
	February 26 PROJECT 1 DUE

	March 3 – Midterm Review
	March 5 – Midterm Exam

	March 10 Women on Television
	March 12

	March 17
	March 19 Women in Music

	March 24
	March 26 PROJECT 2 DUE


	April 7 – SPRING BREAK
	April 9 – SPRING BREAK

	April 14 Sex, Lies, and Gender
	April 16

	April 21 Women and Parenting
	April 23

	April 30 Revisiting the F Word
	May 2 last day of class

	Final Exam: Saturday, May 9, 10 am - noon
	


This is a tentative schedule and subject to change; for the most updated version, please check the website.

