Prof. Jennifer West, English 2593


Reading Responses: Some Suggestions
Remember that these responses serve in lieu of a formal essay for this class. As such, they should serve as the space where you are making points and raising questions about the issues you’re encountering in class, particularly in your reading. You might think of them as places to explore what you’re thinking, or of opportunities to make an argument about an idea you’re working on, or just a place to record how you’re learning. However you think of them, you should take them seriously – this is the major writing component of the course, and I expect you to spend some time on each piece. Here are some things to think about in order to help move you towards successful responses:

· Have a focused point: These are so short that you cannot possibly cover everything that you want to talk about. Choose a specific point or question you’d like to pursue and stick to it. Take your idea and zoom in on one particular part you can prove or explore fully in 500 words. Look closely and carefully, rather than hastily and generally.

· Develop! Don’t make an assertion and leave it hanging there – show us why and how what you’re saying is true. 
· Style: These need not be formal; in fact, I encourage you to be personal if that style suits you. These are, after all, an articulation of what you think. HOWEVER, informality does not mean you carelessness is permitted. You should always read back over what you’ve written to edit for clarity and careless mistakes.

· Audience: you are writing for the members of this class, for each other and for me. Consider these responses part of an out-of-class conversation that you are responsiblefor starting (or continuing, if others have posted already about what you’re interested in).

· Don’t summarize! Please do refer to the texts; that is how you will support the points you are making. But, we have all read or seen it too, so we don’t need to know what it says; rather, we want to know what meaning you’re making out of it. Point to particular parts and show us how they illustrate they point you’re making.
· Have a plan. I’m not looking for 5-paragraph essays, or any strict organizational format, but we should be able to follow you. Stick to one idea an develop it before you move on; don’t jump from one thing to the next without showing us how they’re connected. 
Grading

Each response is worth 10 points; at the end of the semester, you will have written 6 for a total of 60 points. That grade counts 25% of your final grade in the course. An A response

(9-10 points) will: have a focused point or raise a focused question; demonstrate careful attention to the text(s); exhibit strong analytical skills and critical thinking; and be written in clear, error-free language. You may write as many responses as you wish; I’ll count the highest 6 scores.

