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1. What do I need to do to revise my essay?

First, go back to the assignment sheet, and make sure your paper is doing its job: are you doing what the assignment asks you to do? Second, you might take a look at the guide to persuasive writing I posted on the website to make sure the components of your essay are working as they should as well. Chapter 5 of your textbook also has some great suggestions for revision, and I highly recommend that you skim it to see which parts are useful. Lastly, keep the reader in mind. Always ask yourself as you’re revising if you are making it easy for the reader to see things the way you see them.

2. What if I’m having trouble organizing all of this information?

A couple of suggestions: 1. Organize each paragraph by idea, not by source. A lot of the drafts I read for conferences were hard to follow because you’d let your sources dictate your order, rather than choosing a logical order of ideas and plugging your sources in accordingly. 2. The exercise on page 223 of your textbook is really helpful to me as a writer when I’m working with a lot of material: physically cutting your essay into pieces and looking to see how they fit together can be a useful (and sometimes therapeutic!) activity. Outlining and outlining some more is also a useful way to look at how you’ve put the paper together.
3. What if my paper isn’t long enough?

All of you have ideas that you can find enough information to make a sustained argument. Here’s the problem I saw most frequently: lack of development. Don’t let your sources do all the talking; make sure you are working to interpret the information you present AND that you are using specific examples to support the points you’re making. Remember how we talked about showing rather than telling for your first essay? The same principle applies here: if you make an assertion, show me how you know that, how you arrived at that conclusion. For example, if you say, “Studies show that people become addicted to fast food,” I want you to give me at least one example to show me what kind of study and exactly what it proved. Don’t be repetitive just to fill up space (that will be obvious), but do use your writing to get the most meaning out of each point before you move on to the next one. 

4. How do I know if I am documenting correctly?

I have posted an example Works Cited page to make sure you’re getting all the information you need to for that component, and specific Works Cited instructions are on page 263 in your textbook. In terms of in-text citation, I cannot stress enough how important it is to integrate your sources into your own writing: introduce them, mark them at the end with parenthetical references, and then follow up to explain how they fit into your argument. Using these techniques will ensure that you are being ethical about using other people’s material, and it will help your reader to see the validity of your argument.

5. What else do I need to remember to do before I turn my paper in?

· When you think you’re finished, read the essay out loud. Yes, you may feel silly – do it when you’re by yourself if you need to – but it will help you refine your writing at the sentence level to make sure you’re making your points clearly (and you will catch a lot of mistakes you might not see just by looking).

· Make sure you have a catchy title. (Julie’s comes to mind: “Beef: It’s What’s for Dinner”)

· Leave yourself plenty of time to proofread carefully. You’ve worked so hard on this research project; make sure the biggest part of it doesn’t suffer from carelessness.

