RESEARCH PROJECT, PARTS 2 AND 3
ENGLISH 2000-118 • J.WEST

Part 2, Oral Presentation:
As part of your research process, you will present your findings to the class in a 6-8 minute presentation. Here’s what it will look like:

1) The actual presentation. You will talk us through your research: briefly describe your issue, and tell us what you’ve discovered. You should be clear and loud enough for everyone in the room to hear, and you should thoroughly cover the research you’ve found up to this point.

2) Your involvement of the class. Part of the reason for your presentation is so that your classmates can help you think through your issue from multiple points of view, so be prepared to get some feedback from them. Have some questions ready for them to answer, and/or offer them the chance to ask you questions. 

3) To turn in to me: an outline of what you plan to say (to show that you’ve planned out your talk), and a list of questions to ask your peers about what they think about your issue and about what information you should gather for your long paper.

4) Your participation in and response to your peers’ presentations. In order to encourage you to be here on the days you aren’t presenting, your participation in others’ presentations will be worth 15 points towards your total presentation grade (5 points for each day you aren’t presenting.) What you have to do to earn those points: be here, listen attentively (you aren’t doing other stuff), offer feedback. 

Part 3, Long Research Essay
This paper is the culmination of the research project: you’ve written about what your audience knows about the issue, you’ve had a class discussion about the issue, and now it’s time to articulate your position. The purpose of this paper is to persuade by informing. After all of this investigation, you will make an argument in order to convince your audience to agree with your position. 
You will:
· Create an argument for your position concerning an issue related to food. You should take a position that is worth arguing (that is, don’t choose an issue that’s already been decided and don’t choose a position that no one would disagree with).
· Use at least 6-8 print or electronic sources to develop your points.
· Your essay should run about 6-8 pages; longer is fine, but shorter won’t get the job done.

· Identify and write for an audience appropriate to your topic. Treat that audience with respect – don’t assume that they share your position.
· Raise points in opposition to your position and offer your counterargument to those points. There should be a clear indication that you have carefully weighed all sides of the argument before arriving at your conclusion. 
How this essay will be evaluated:
	· Clarity and development of your argument: you offer a clear description of the issue, you assert and maintain a clear position, and you present well-thought out and well-supported points to defend that position. Additionally, you offer multiple points of view, identifying that you’ve thought about the different sides of the issue.
	30

	· Synthesis, presentation, and citation of source material: you interact effectively with your sources, using paraphrase, quotation, and summary appropriately to support your points.
	30

	· Organization: a logical and forceful progression of ideas, strong transitions between points, unified paragraphs.
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	· Style, Polish, and Format: Well-phrased and varied sentences, clean and error-free prose, properly cited in-text documentation and works cited page.
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