RESEARCH PROJECT ASSIGNMENT, PART 1

ENGLISH 2000.118 • J.WEST

The entire research project has 3 components: a short essay, an oral presentation, and a long essay. Each component builds on the one before it, so by the time we get to the long essay, you should have the tools you need to write a well-developed, researched argument. 

Here’s how we’ll begin.

Part 1, The Investigative Report: Your Writing Task
· Your job for this assignment has three parts: first, describe your issue, second, identify what your audience knows about the issue, and third, conclude by identifying questions for future research.

· You should use at least two print or electronic sources to find information to describe your issue.

· You should rely on a minimum of FOUR interviews to find out what folks know (and what they think).

· You should start to figure out where the controversies are, so that for the last part of the essay, you can make some educated guesses about what other information a person would need to take an educated stand on the issue.

· Your essay should run about 3-4 pages; longer is fine, but shorter probably won’t get the job done.

· Identify and write for an audience appropriate to your topic. (For example, if you are writing about obesity in children, you might target parents; if you’re writing about the USDA, a more general audience might be appropriate. An audience of your peers would be appropriate for a number of topics.) Whatever group you choose, you’ll want your interview subjects to represent who that audience is. If your audience is general, use a cross-section.

· What you will not do: make an argument about the issue at this point. You want to maintain objectivity at this point; consider yourself an investigative reporter, not an editorialist. 

How this essay will be evaluated:
	· Description of the issue: you offer a clear description of the issue, you define necessary terms, and give important background information. What you’re looking for in this section of the essay is to clearly present information.
	20

	· Synthesis, presentation, and citation of source material: you interact effectively with your sources, using the information you gather from your interviews to suggest what your audience knows and thinks about the issue.
	20

	· Analysis: Based on the information you’ve gathered, you offer strong critical thinking about what information a person needs to know to have an informed opinion on your subject. 
	20

	· Organization: a logical and forceful progression of ideas, strong transitions between points, unified paragraphs.
	20

	· Style, Polish, and Format: Well-phrased and varied sentences, clean and error-free prose, properly cited in-text documentation and works cited page.
	20


Important Dates for Part 1

· Friday, February 29: One source due

· Monday, March 2: Interview notes due

· Wednesday, March 4: Draft of introduction and section 1 (definition of the issue)

· Friday, March 6: Complete draft due for peer review

· Monday, March 10: Final draft due

