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Part 1, The Writing Task:
· Create an argument for your position concerning an issue in education. In choosing a topic, you should choose a topic that is current, that has an audience you could feasibly convince, and that is worth arguing (that is, don’t choose an issue that’s already been decided).

· Use at least 6-8 print or electronic sources to develop your points.

· Your essay should run about 6-8 pages; longer is fine, but shorter probably won’t get the job done.

· Identify and write for an audience appropriate to your topic. (For example, if you are writing about how gender segregation enhances education for boys, you might write to parents, teachers, or administrators).

· Raise points in opposition to your position and offer your counter to those points. There should be a clear indication that you have carefully weighed all sides of the argument before arriving at your conclusion.

How this essay will be evaluated:
	· Clarity and development of your argument: you offer a clear description of the issue, you assert and maintain a clear position, and you present well-thought out and well-supported points to defend that position.

	· Synthesis, presentation, and citation of source material: you interact effectively with your sources, using paraphrase, quotation, and summary appropriately to support your points.

	· Organization: a logical and forceful progression of ideas, strong transitions between points, unified paragraphs.

	· Style, Polish, and Format: Well-phrased and varied sentences, clean and error-free prose, properly cited in-text documentation and works cited page.

	· Participation in the Process (Peer Review, drafts submitted on time, etc.)


Part 2, The Oral Presentation:

As part of your research process, you will present your findings to the class in a 10-12 minute presentation. This presentation (and your presence and participation in your classmates’ presentations) is worth 50 participation points. Here’s what it will look like:

1) The actual presentation. You should be clear and loud enough for everyone in the room to hear, and you should thoroughly cover the research you’ve found up to this point.

2) A visual aid for the listeners to follow. This can be a handout, a Power Point presentation, a poster, etc. Guidelines:

· You have the freedom to be as creative as you like.

· It should at least include a statement of your position, a concise outline of your main points, questions for discussion, and your name and email address. 

· Make sure to edit carefully! 

3) Your involvement of the class. Part of the reason for your presentation is so that your classmates can help you think through your issue from multiple points of view, so be prepared to get some feedback from them. Have some questions ready for them to answer, and/or offer them the chance to ask you questions. 

4) Your participation in and response to your peers’ presentations. You will be responsible for responding to two or three of your classmates’ presentations each day, and your responses will be part of your presentation assessment. Be aware that if you are absent, you cannot receive credit for that day’s responses. 

