Reflecting on the Semester: Your Last Assignment

Your last assignment for the semester is to assemble a portfolio that reflects your experience in this service-learning course. A list of what to include follows, but the format is entirely up to you. You can put these pieces together however you’d like: creativity is encouraged. These required elements should appear in this order:

1. Cover letter: include a list of what I will find in your portfolio, your name, the course number, and the date. In the letter, sum up what you think this portfolio represents about your learning—about education, about writing, about our society—in this course. This is also the place to make any other comments about the course—anything you’d like for me to know about your experience.

2. The initial writing you did in class (if you were present)

3. All 3 of your assigned reflections (the last one is for Tuesday’s last reflective discussion; the prompt is at the bottom of this page)

4. A copy of the thank you note you write to your student

5. Your completed project log

6. Your teacher’s evaluation of your service (the form is available on the website)

7. A final reflective piece (the writing task for this final part follows below)

Final Reflective Essay

Aldous Huxley, a famous 20th century writer, once said, "Experience is not what happens to a man; it is what a man does with what happened to him." Although I would like it if Mr. Huxley would include women in his language here, I tend to agree with the gist of what he’s saying: experiences are only as valuable as you make them. The purpose of this last essay is to explore your experiences this semester, to begin to make them mean something to who you are as a college-educated person. 

So, how do you do that? Well, first, you need to read back over the things you’ve written in class, think back over the discussions we’ve had over the semester, and start to make some connections between what you know intellectually and what you’ve learned as a result of your service experience. Then, think deeply and critically about what you’ve learned and put that into an informal essay. Some things to consider:

· We started the semester with an autobiographical exploration of your own education. How did your schooling/upbringing affect the way you viewed this course? Can you identify any ideas you came in with that have been changed or confirmed in any way? 

· What have you learned about writing and research? How did the service-learning component of this course affect your writing/research processes?

· How has any part of this semester affected your view of education, of Baton Rouge, of the society we live in? How will what you’ve learned affect you when you leave this class?

· Other things you’ve learned or gained from this experience? Questions you still have?

Prompt #3 (for Thursday’s reflective discussion):

After spending at least one semester engaged in service, what do you think the role of service-learning is in college? Many people would argue that the university is supposed to prepare you for your future career, nothing more, nothing less. Do you think that’s true, or does the university also have a responsibility to produce responsible citizens? Why or why not? How does service-learning fit into this debate? 

