Collaborative Presentation: Your Assignment

English 2673-1 ( Spring 2007 ( Jennifer West

YOUR TASK

For this assignment, you will work as a team to develop audience-appropriate presentations about different ethnic groups. The project is comprised of three components; details for each component follow. The goals for this assignment are for you to use rhetorical skills to communicate with different audiences in appropriate ways, to use research to find and present information, to effectively collaborate with a team of your peers, to explore the construction of identity in different contexts, and to articulate your learning through reflective writing.

PART 1: PRESENTATION FOR YOUR CLASSMATES

DUE: ___________________________________

(check the course schedule for your group’s assigned time)

You and your group members will create a 30-minute presentation about the ethnic group you have been assigned. Your primary job is to give us information that will help us better understand the cultural and historical context for a given ethnic identification. You will have to decide what’s important and what’s not, how best to present the information, and how to divide the parts of the presentation among your group members. This part of the presentation should include:

· Information: You get to decide what to focus on, but here are some possibilities to get you thinking: language, geographical location, family structure, gender roles, food traditions, particularly interesting customs, religion, key historical events, etc. 

· Visual aid: Power Point presentations, video clips, photographs, posters, etc. are all welcome, but you must use some sort of visual to help us understand the cultural context you are exploring.

· Extras: You are welcome to include a reading assignment before the class period when you’re scheduled to present, or you can bring in music, poetry, artwork, pop culture references, news articles, etc. for us to examine or discuss (yes! You can include participation for part of your presentation: ask questions, plan activities, etc). Just make sure it’s relevant to the presentation as a whole and audience-appropriate.
PART 2: PRESENTATION/LESSON FOR THE SECOND GRADERS AT POLK

DUE: ___________________________________

(check the course schedule for your group’s assigned time)
This presentation will be similar in terms of information,—your job is still to educate a group of people about a particular ethnic group—but vastly different in terms of audience. Here’s what this part should include:

· Audience-appropriate information: Figure out what these second graders would find interesting, what they will be able to understand, and how best to communicate it.

· Activities: I’ll post some lesson plan resources for you to look at, but you might think about reading a story and then having a follow-up activity (draw a picture, write a story, etc.), or giving them a visual presentation, and then asking them to demonstrate that they’ve comprehended the information you’ve presented. You’re free to be as creative as you like.

PART 3: WRITTEN REPORT

DUE: MONDAY, APRIL 30

You will turn in a portfolio of materials that report on what you did, how you did it, why you did what you did, and how it went. Here’s what it should include:

· Lesson plan for in-class presentation with rationale: a summary of what you did in class and why. Think about what information you chose to include and what you chose to leave out; have an explanation for those choices. Then, think about how you chose to present that information and talk about why you chose those particular methods.

· Lesson plan for Polk presentation with rationale: again, what you planned and why.

· Any materials you used to give the presentations (outlines, handouts, Power Point slides, etc.)

· Collaborative reflection: As a group, you will compose a reflection on how you thought the presentation went. Some guiding questions: How did our class respond to the information you presented? How did you change your message to fit the second grade audience? How did they respond? How did the context affect the way you communicated? Are there differences between how we understand people who are different from us when we’re young and how we understand difference as young adults? Did any of those differences surface as you executed your lessons in different contexts? What might you do differently in either context next time?

· Resources: A list of places where you got your information.

· Individual reflection: You will each compose an individual reflection on how the process worked for you and what you learned from it. This is partly the place where I’d like for you to talk about who did what (to make sure everyone pulled his or her weight), but also the place for you to talk about how you used your particular skills or interests to contribute. You might also explore how the group functioned together: Were you a “diverse” group? In what ways? Was it hard to communicate? To make decisions? Why or why not? How did each person’s “identity” work with the other identities represented in your group, at Polk, and in our class?

FORMAT 

Your group will turn in one portfolio with all of your names on it, and then each of you will turn in your individual reflection separately. The portfolio materials should be typed, collected, and bound together with a cover page giving your names and a title. The individual reflections should be typed and turned in electronically, so you won’t need a hard copy. 

QUESTIONS? 

I am happy to meet with your group before your scheduled presentations (either in-class or at Polk) if you’d like to run your ideas by me or practice how everything will go. Email me to set up a time.

