Group Service Project: Creating a Media Literacy Website

English 2593-1 ( Fall 2008

Your Task:

As we discussed, we will work together as a class to create a website centered around media literacy in some way. Your jobs are: first, to decide what you want to contribute to the overall project; second, to join a team of your classmates who are interested in the same kind of contribution; and third, to work together with your classmates to complete your portion of the project. To help facilitate this process, I’ll ask for each group to write up an informal project proposal to turn in next week to make sure everyone has a workable job to do, that we’re covering all the necessary bases to make this a complete project, and to offer feedback on how you plan to execute your part.

What you’ll turn in:

· Project Proposal: On Wednesday, October 29, each team will turn in a project proposal that describes what your group plans to contribute, how you will implement your plan, and how you propose to divide up the labor. Tell me: what you plan to do, how you plan to go about it, who plans to do what, and briefly describe how you think your part will contribute to the overall project. If you have a leader (or coordinator, if you prefer), tell me that too.

· Feedback: There are some parts of the project that you will all need to voice an opinion about (the title of the site, mission statement, etc.), so occasionally, I’ll ask you to respond to a blog post or an email with suggestions or to cast a vote.

· Draft of materials: By Monday, November 24, you will submit all website materials to the design and layout team. 

· Revision suggestions: By Wednesday, December 3, you should submit all suggestions for changes to the design team.

· Written description and reflection: By Friday, December 5, you’ll turn in a 2-3 page description of your part in the project, including an explanation of how you decided how to approach your part, how you made decisions about content, layout, and audience, and whether or not you think your part of the project is successful and why. You’ll also describe how you imagine that an audience will find your part of the project useful: what would draw them to your part? What will they find when they get there? How will it inform, entertain, or be useful to them? If you had more time or resources, what would make this portion of the project even better?

How you’ll be evaluated:

Your participation in the process (give feedback, make revision suggestions) and timely submission of the two written documents (proposal and written description) are worth a total of 50 points; your part in the completed project will earn you the other 50. I’m looking for skillful execution of your plan with attention to audience, purpose, and accuracy; a careful attention to detail (this will, after all, be publicly available); and good teamwork. 

