J. West/English 2000.118


ESSAY 1: FOOD MEMOIR
As we delve into issues surrounding the way food operates in our society, it will become increasingly important for you to be aware of your own relationship to food and how it has influenced you. Basically, we will use this assignment to explore how the old saying, “You are what you eat,” functions in each of our families and/or communities.
Your Writing Task:

Your task is to create an engaging and thoughtful essay of about 3-4 double-spaced pages in which you explore the meaning of food in any one of the communities to which you belong. To begin, you’ll have to think about two main things: what group you’d like to focus on (Your family? Your church? A cultural group? Your roommates?) and how food operates within that group. Don’t take the brainstorming and prewriting activities for this assignment lightly; the more you think through what topic will be most meaningful and communicative for you to write about, the less work you’ll have to do to pull meaning out of that topic.

Who You’re Writing For:

Your audience for this essay is this class. Think of this assignment as a way to help us get to know you a little bit better by learning something about how food has shaped you.

How You Will Be Evaluated:

When I respond to your essay, I will do so according to the following chart. Make sure your essay accomplishes all of the following tasks.

	CRITERIA
	POINTS POSSIBLE

	· Specific focus: You should focus on one particular context or group, and your essay should have one main idea you are communicating about what food means in that context. Both of these focal points should be clear to your reader.
	20

	· Vivid presentation: Details can make your stories come to life. Illustrate your main idea through specific, concrete details. 
	20

	· Strong analysis: Don’t just tell stories or give us details for no reason; show us how and why these things illustrate your main focus. (constantly ask yourself: so what?)
	20

	· An engaging and informative organizational plan: It should be clear that you have a plan for building your essay – that your ideas are in a particular order for a reason and that you are working to use transitions to guide the reader from one idea to the next.
	20

	· Style and conventions: Is the essay free from error? Are the sentences varied and stylistically pleasing?
	20

	TOTAL
	100


Important Dates:

· Friday, February 1: Copies of your first draft are due.

· Friday, February 8: Your responses to your group’s drafts are due. 

· Monday, February 11: Final draft due
