Working outline for short investigative report:

Introduction: engage the audience, make them care about the subject

Part I: What is the topic? Define and describe it, using the two print or electronic sources, so that the audience has the information they need to understand the issues.

Part 2: What do people know and think about the subject? Using interviews, identify categories of knowledge within your audience (people who know nothing, people who know something but not much, people who are experts, etc.); then, identify what kinds of opinions people have about the subject/issues.

Part 3: What are the issues here? Where are the controversies? What information do people need in order to form an educated opinion about these issues? Describe where to go from here in researching this issue.

Conclusion: Summarize what the audience needs to know and why they should care

Working outline for a research paper on the Farm Bill
Introduction:

Farming in America has never been a glamorous job. In an era of instant entertainment, fast food, and even faster communication, the average American wouldn’t dream of waking at sunrise every day to work outside. But some Americans are becoming increasingly aware of what they eat—more people are shopping at farmer’s markets than ever before, the Whole Foods chain is thriving, and a national debate about whether to eat organic, local, or conventional food has been raging in the media, or at least in the Dining and Wine section of the New York Times. And, people seem to have more cause for worry: the recent appearance of “downer cows” on the news and YouTube is only one example of how the risks of food borne illness are everywhere. So what does the general public need to know about where food comes from and how they, as consumers, are affected by farming and the way it is practiced in our country? For starters, they need to know about the Farm Bill, or as Michael Pollan thinks it should be called, the Food Bill (“You Are What You Grow”).
I. Definition and description of the issue: The Farm Bill is a piece of legislation that largely controls the way farming happens in our nation. Define, describe the issue – facts from sources. All of that information seems to be lost on people who don’t have farmers in their lives, though.

II. People who don’t know any farmers – have never even heard of the Farm Bill and know precious little about where their food actually comes from. Quotes from non-farm folk about how they don’t know anything. 
III. Farmers, on the other hand, of course have to know the ins and outs of how the bill works because their livelihood depends on it. Quotes from farmers talking about the bill, what they think about it.
IV. In the middle are people who know farmers or who shop at farmer’s markets, and while many of these people have heard of the Farm Bill and they know it’s important, they think it’s too complicated to understand. Quotes/paraphrases from farmer’s market shoppers, what they know, what they think, based on what they know
V. So what does the average food consumer need to know about the Farm Bill in order to have an informed opinion? 

VI. Conclusion: Why people should care: Even though most Americans haven’t the foggiest clue how much work is involved in cultivating land to make it fruitful, they are still benefiting—or at least participating—in that work by the food choices they make every day. But it seems people know even less about how they are connected to food growers than they do about what actually happens on a farm. In order for politicians and food agencies to be held more accountable for the decisions they make regarding our food supply, we, as consumers, need to educate ourselves about where our food comes from, how it gets to our table, and how those who grow it are being compensated. Like it or not, a big part of understanding the answers to those questions, involves figuring out what we think about the Farm Bill, and what, if anything, we can do to make sure it addresses our concerns. 
