J. West/English 1002-003


ESSAY 1: EDUCATIONAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY

One of the oldest and most basic forms of communicating is the act of storytelling. We tell stories for a variety of reasons: to explain something, to entertain, to connect with others, to share something personal about ourselves, simply to recount the events of any given day. As we delve into issues surrounding education in our discussions, it will become increasingly important both for you to be aware of your own educational background and how it has influenced you and for you to know something about the influences of your classmates’ educational experiences. We will use this assignment to explore both of those things. 

Your Writing Task:

Your task is to create an engaging and thoughtful essay of about 3-4 double-spaced pages in which you tell us something about who you are based on one or more educational experiences you’ve had. To begin, you’ll have to think about two main things: what story(s) you want to tell and what those stories mean. Don’t take the brainstorming and prewriting activities for this assignment lightly; the more you think through which story will be most meaningful and communicative for you to write about, the less work you’ll have to do to pull meaning out of the story.

Who You’re Writing For:

Your audience for this essay is this class. Think of this assignment as a way to help us get to know you a little bit better by learning something about how education has shaped you.

How You Will Be Evaluated:

	
	POINTS POSSIBLE

	PROCESS
	

	· Complete draft submitted on time for peer review
	4

	· Responses to the peers in your group
	12

	· Participation in large-group draft workshop
	4

	FINAL ESSAY
	

	· Specific focus: Obviously, in 3 or 4 pages, you can’t possibly cover your entire education. You should narrow your focus to a main idea that you communicate through the stories you choose to tell us. 
	20

	· Vivid presentation: Details can make your stories come to life. Show us what happened through specific, concrete details; help us to relive it with you.
	20

	· Strong analysis: Don’t just tell stories or give us details for no reason; show us how and why these things illustrate your main focus. (constantly ask yourself: so what?)
	20

	· An engaging and informative organizational plan: It should be clear that you have a plan for building your essay – that your ideas are in a particular order for a reason and that you are working to use transitions to guide the reader from one idea to the next.
	20

	· Style and conventions: Is the essay free from error? Are the sentences varied and stylistically pleasing?
	10

	TOTAL
	110


