MAJOR RESEARCH PROJECT, PART #1: SHORT PERSUASIVE ESSAY
ENGLISH 1002-118 • J.WEST

Your Writing Task:
For the first step of your research project, create an essay of a minimum of 3 pages in which you:

· Create an argument for your position concerning an issue in education. We will discuss topics in class; please be sure you understand what kinds of topics will work. I’ve posted a topic brainstorming prompt on the blog; that will be your space to discuss what kinds of topics interest you.

· Use at least 2 print or electronic sources to develop your points.

· Interview at least 5 people and incorporate their positions into your essay.

· Identify and write for an audience appropriate to your topic. (For example, if you are writing about how gender segregation enhances education for boys, you might write to parents, teachers, or administrators).
· Raise points in opposition to your position and offer your counter to those points. There should be a clear indication that you have carefully weighed all sides of the argument before arriving at your conclusion.
Your essay will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

· Clarity and development of your argument: you offer a clear description of the issue, you assert and maintain a clear position, and you present well-thought out and well-supported points to defend that position.
· Synthesis, presentation, and citation of source material: you interact effectively with your sources, using paraphrase, quotation, and summary appropriately, and citing them according to MLA or APA guidelines.

· Organization: a logical and forceful progression of ideas, strong transitions between points, unified paragraphs.

· Style: Well-phrased and varied sentences. Some traps to avoid: passive voice, there is/there are, I think/I believe. We’ll discuss others in class.
· Polish: your final draft should be clean and error-free.

· Format: according to MLA guidelines, including a Works Cited page.
You should also keep in mind that this essay will be the one that you present to the class orally, beginning on March 2, and that it will serve as the starting point for your longer essay, due on April 6.
