Revision Guide: Suggestions for Reworking Your Evaluation Essay
After reading through your first drafts, here are some things I think you’ll want to consider as you’re revising:

1. Make sure that you don’t just identify your audience (in the little blurb above your essay), but that you actually write for them. Think about how your opening paragraph grabs their attention. Think about what it is you’re trying to convince them of. Ask yourself: if I were in their shoes, would I be convinced?

2. Be careful to show, through concrete and specific evidence, rather than tell. Consider this example:

TELLING:

Mr. Smith is the best teacher ever. He is a really wonderful man who truly cares for his students. He always had time for us, no matter how busy he was.

SHOWING:

No matter how busy he was, Mr. Smith always made time to help me with material I didn’t understand. Once, I stopped by his classroom after school and he was packing up his things to leave. As soon as he saw me, he dropped his briefcase and said, “Come on in! What can I do for you?” Even though I was nervous that I might be bothering him, he assured me that he had time. We spent the next forty-five minutes going over the equations he’d taught in class that day, and when I finally understood, he said, “Are you sure? We can do some more if you feel like you haven’t quite got it.” By making time for us—he reacted this way to any student who needed extra help—he demonstrated that he cared more about his students than about his free time.
See how the second example proves Mr. Smith to be caring, while the first one just assumes you’ll take the writer’s word for it? You’re shooting for the second one; show us what you mean, don’t just assume we’ll know.

3. Try to avoid generic words like wonderful, great, and nice. Ask yourself: what do I really mean by “wonderful?” Try to come up with more specific, vivid, and concrete ways to communicate what you mean with your audience.
4. Look carefully at each paragraph. Is it devoted to one main idea? Have you carefully transitioned from the last paragraph into this one? Does it lead the reader into the one that comes next?

5. Edit and proofread! Make sure that your essay is clean and polished—especially free from careless mistakes and typographical errors.
6. Remember that revision means to see in a new way: making a few corrections here and there, for the most part, is not going to turn your first draft into a fantastic finished essay. Make sure you allow yourself plenty of time to rework, rewrite, and reorganize if necessary.
What to Do When You’re Finished:

Email your essay as an attachment to me at jwest22@lsu.edu. Your email program should have an “Attach” feature. When you click it, it should allow you to browse through the files on your computer until you find the one you’re looking for. Select your essay, and it should show up in the attachment window in your email program. If you have trouble, make sure you let me know BEFORE the time the essays are due. I should receive your essay no later than 10:40 Tuesday morning, in order for it to be considered on time. Any submissions after 10:40 will be considered late and subject to a grade penalty.
