J. West


Schedule for the rest of the semester (!!)
	April 18 For Homework: Read or listen to Studs Terkel's "This I Believe" and to Jackie Robinson's; choose one other "This I Believe" that interests you to read. Print all 3 essays.
	April 20 Exploring examples: how to express belief in concrete terms

	April 25 What DO we believe, anyway? Brainstorming; prewriting
	April 27 Draft due: in class workshop

	May 2 Some final stuff about writing: how to get the most out of your words
Course evaluation (BRING A PENCIL!)
	May 4 Final essays due; journals due; final round of reflection led by Hunter, Brittany K., Hank, Derek, Chandler, and Michael


“This I Believe”: Writing a Reflective Essay
Your last essay assignment asks you to think deeply: think about the service you’ve been doing, the issue you’ve been writing about, what you’ve learned about education or service, and how each of those things has shaped your personal beliefs. You will create an essay, based on the “This I Believe” model from National Public Radio, that expresses your belief about some aspect of education (or another topic you’ve encountered in this course—service or community might also be viable topics).
Because writing reflectively requires you to dig deep into who you are, we will do much thinking, talking, and prewriting before we attempt to craft our essays. We will also work hard on our language: in such a short space, it will be essential for you to make the most of every single word. We will focus our attention on the principles of good writing style.
The Official Contributor Guidelines from NPR

We invite you to contribute to this project by writing and submitting your own statement of personal belief. We understand how challenging this is -- it requires such intimacy that no one else can do it for you. To guide you through this process, we offer these suggestions: 

Tell a story: Be specific. Take your belief out of the ether and ground it in the events of your life. Consider moments when belief was formed or tested or changed. Think of your own experience, work and family, and tell of the things you know that no one else does. Your story need not be heart-warming or gut-wrenching -- it can even be funny -- but it should be real. Make sure your story ties to the essence of your daily life philosophy and the shaping of your beliefs. 

Be brief: Your statement should be around 500 words (about a page and a half double-spaced). That's about three minutes when read aloud at your natural pace. 
Name your belief: If you can't name it in a sentence or two, your essay might not be about belief. Also, rather than writing a list, consider focusing on a core belief, because three minutes is a very short time. 

Be positive: Please avoid preaching or editorializing. Tell us what you do believe, not what you don't believe. Avoid speaking in the editorial "we." Make your essay about you; speak in the first person.
Be personal: This is radio. Write in words and phrases that are comfortable for you to speak. We recommend you read your essay aloud to yourself several times, and each time edit it and simplify it until you find the words, tone and story that truly echo your belief and the way you speak.
In introducing the original series, host Edward R. Murrow said, "Never has the need for personal philosophies of this kind been so urgent." We would argue that the need is as great now as it was 50 years ago. We are eager for your contribution. 

