English 1002-118 • J. West


ORAL PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT
As part of your research project, you will present your short persuasive essay orally. You will have about 10 minutes to present and get feedback from the class. Here are the components to this part of the assignment:

1) The actual presentation. You should be clear and loud enough for everyone in the room to hear, and you should thoroughly cover the points of your essay. The issue, your position, and your reasons in support of your position should all be easily understood. You may find it useful to read the essay out loud to make sure that your points come through clearly in your writing, or you may find it more useful to talk through your points to make sure you can clearly explain them. 

2) A handout for the listeners to follow. You can take a look at the examples I brought to class. Some guidelines:

· You have the freedom to be as creative with your handout as you like.

· It should include a statement of your position, a concise outline of your main points, questions for discussion, and your name and email address. 
· Bring 22 copies of your handout to class the day of your presentation.

· Make sure to edit carefully! It would be wise to spend some time drafting and revising your handout; 22 copies of something with your name on it and major errors in spelling or punctuation is never good.
3) Your involvement of the class. Part of the reason for your presentation is so that your classmates can help you think through your issue from multiple points of view, so be prepared to get some feedback from them. Have some questions ready for them to answer, and/or offer them the chance to ask you questions. Remember: this essay will serve as the beginning point for your longer essay; this is your chance to get some feedback about how and where to elaborate.
4) Your participation in and response to your peers’ presentations. You will be responsible for responding to two or three of your classmates’ presentations each day, and your responses will be part of your presentation assessment. Be aware that if you are absent, you cannot receive credit for that day’s responses. If you have to be out one of those days for a school-related reason, please let me know ahead of time so I can schedule your responses accordingly.

Other things to note…

· Dress. You may be wondering what to wear for your presentation: that’s entirely up to you. I won’t ask you to dress up, but, as we discussed in class, dress may affect the way your messages are perceived. You decide!
· Attendance. Unfortunately, some students are sometimes tempted to skip on the days they are not presenting. Doing that defeats the purpose of the exercise: to give and receive feedback. To encourage your attendance and participation, I will award significant participation points for your responses to others’ presentations. If you aren’t in class, you can’t earn the points.
· Dates. I’ve left the dates of your presentation entirely up to chance; if you have an official, school-related absence that cannot be avoided, it is your responsibility to swap with one of your classmates AND to let me know of the change. The reason for your need to switch and the change in schedule must be approved by me no later than Monday, March 6. 






