J. West • English 1002-118


HOW TO RESPOND TO YOUR PEER’S ESSAY:

In this workshop, I’d like for us to focus primarily on ideas and development. I want to see you push each other to develop good critical thinking and argumentative skills. Read the essays critically and carefully, thinking about what assumptions you feel the writer is making, what you agree with or disagree with, what holes in logic you see, whether the essay seems to be directed at a specific audience and whether the claims the author makes are substantiated by specific evidence.

Here are your instructions:

· Do not correct mechanical errors! If you notice a problem that occurs throughout the paper, you may comment on it (for example, you might recommend that the writer go back and check for subject-verb agreement or incorrectly used commas), but your job is not to proofread the paper. You are a reVIEWer, which means you are primarily concerned with the big picture of the essay. 

· Read for a first impression. Write a letter to the writer, addressing the following prompts:
· What clues do you find to indicate who the audience is? In what ways does the author’s tone seem appropriate or inappropriate for his/her audience?
· Make a list of the author’s criteria, explaining whether you feel the essay gives enough specific evidence to prove that the subject meets or doesn’t meet each criteria. Point out at least one place where the author needs more evidence.
· Take a look at the organization. Make a note of any paragraph that seems to be devoted to more than one idea. Make a note of any place where there needs to be a stronger transition. Comment on the overall structure of the essay: does the order of ideas make sense to you? Can you think of any ways the writer could improve his/her organization?
· Overall, is the writer’s evaluation convincing? Where do you disagree with the writer’s evaluation? What could he/she do to make the evaluation more persuasive? Here is the place to point out any claims that you think the writer needs to prove, any holes in the writer’s logic, or any assumptions you think the writer is making that may not be true in some cases.
· Bring the essay and your comments to your conference. Be prepared to talk through your suggestions with us, and then to give your marked-up essay and letter of comments to the writer.
