J. West

English 1002-118

Essay #1: Evaluating an Educational Experience
The Writing Task:

Create an essay of 3-4 pages in which you evaluate a specific aspect of your education for a specific audience. In short, you’re telling your audience why they should or shouldn’t take a class, plan an activity, teach a certain way, etc. 

· We will work on generating topic ideas in class, but some ideas include: a specific class assignment, a particular teacher, a class you remember, etc.
· You should create your own audience for this essay. Part of what we’ll be aiming to achieve in this essay is to find a purpose for such a kind of writing. For example, if you are evaluating a third grade teacher, your audience could be parents of third graders, current third grade teachers, education majors, etc. Your audience will determine what kinds of information you include and help you decide on tone, but it will also give you a reason for writing the essay. It will help us to answer the so what? question. On your first page, after your name/date heading, but before you begin your essay, I’ll ask you to write a paragraph describing your audience and why you chose them. Then, you’ll type the title of your essay. 

· Your ultimate goal for this essay is to offer a “clear, authoritative judgment” presented with “appropriate reasons and convincing support” (Axelrod and Cooper 380). That is, you should offer an overall recommendation, and you should give well-developed reasons to back up that recommendation. Be sure to present clearly the criteria upon which you base your judgment.    

· Know that you are free to discuss positive AND negative aspects of the experience. However, your final recommendation should be unquestionably clear. What this means is that you’ll have to prioritize (example: is it more important for a freshman comp. teacher to be organized or to be nice?)
· Pay particular attention to organization in this essay. Remember that each paragraph should generally have one main point and ample support. Remember, too, however, that you may need more than one paragraph to fully develop a point. 

How to Go About It:

· Choose your experience. We’ll do some brainstorming in class to help you get started.
· Choose an audience. Be specific about who they are!

· Develop your criteria. Think about: what makes a “good” _________? (Fill in the blank with whatever kind of topic you choose).
· Evaluate, using your criteria. How does the experience you’ve selected measure up, according to the criteria you’ve come up with? Use specific and concrete support for each of your points.

· Come to a clear, authoritative judgment. How should your audience feel about the topic you’ve chosen?
I’ll Be Looking For:
In particular, I’ll be looking for a clear judgment/overall recommendation, clear and appropriate criteria, strong support/evidence, good audience awareness, effective organization, and polish.
Homework for Tuesday, January 24: Watch the movie Shrek. Print out this assignment sheet and bring it to class. Fill out the brainstorming guide, print it out, and bring it to class.
Schedule for this paper:

	January 24 Brainstorming topics, skills of evaluation, establishing criteria and substantiating judgments 
For Thursday: Read the sample essays. Decide on a topic.
	January 26 Orientation to Service Learning: guest speakers. Start drafting.

For Tuesday: bring a first draft of your evaluation essay.

	January 31 First draft of evaluation essay due: peer review in class.
START SERVICE THIS WEEK!
	February 2 Final draft: Evaluation essay due


A word about essay format:
You will submit these essays electronically, as Microsoft Word email attachments. I would ask you to include a standard heading in the top left corner, to number your pages, and to give your essay an interesting title. Double-spaced 12-pt font, 1-inch margins (you know, the usual stuff). An example:


A. Student


English 1002-118


Jennifer West


2 February 2005


Audience: For my audience, I chose kindergarteners. I thought they would be easy to write for, since they probably won’t understand anything I’m saying.


Why You Should Not Participate in Nap Time


	Kids, let’s face it. Nap time just won’t prepare you for the real world. Your teachers may force you to lie down—after all, they probably need a break from all your yapping—but whatever you do, don’t go to sleep. Nap time is not a good educational exercise because you don’t learn anything, you’d really rather be up playing, and because it doesn’t adequately prepare you for the future. I hate to be the one to tell you this, but there aren’t any naps in the second grade. And, depending on your teacher, there may not even be naps next year. 











