RESEARCHED ESSAY: FINAL ASSIGNMENT
ENGLISH 1002.004 • J.WEST
DUE: JULY 31, EMAILED NO LATER THAN 9:40 AS A WORD ATTACHMENT

Your Task:

You will write an essay in which you deeply explore an issue of your choosing. Based on your topic and your audience, you should decide whether your purpose in writing is to inform, persuade, or both. You will use information gathered through research to fully investigate your topic and present your findings to an audience of your choosing.

Length and Sources:

· Your essay should be between 6-8 pages, not including the Works Cited page. Longer is fine; shorter probably won’t get the job done.
· You should aim to incorporate support from around 6-8 valid, credible sources.
Your essay will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

· Content: you offer a clear description of the issue, you give the reader the necessary background information she needs to understand the dimensions of the issue, and you present well-thought out and well-supported points to explain, explore, or argue your position. Your information should also be balanced; consider how people from different political or ideological positions might view the issue from different perspectives.
· Audience awareness: You should choose an appropriate audience for your topic, and you should be making conscious decisions about how to shape your information, based on what you think the audience knows and doesn’t know about your topic. 

· Proving your claims: Don’t assume that the reader shares the same  beliefs/assumptions/ideology that you have. If you make a claim, be prepared to prove that claim and to acknowledge that everyone might not believe you. At every step, you should ask yourself, how do I know this? Why do I hold this to be true? Do I need to prove this to my reader?
· Synthesis, presentation, and citation of source material: you interact effectively with your sources, using paraphrase, quotation, and summary appropriately, and citing them according to MLA, APA, or Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. Don’t just cut and paste a paper together; you should be working to re-present information, offering your interpretation of the material you’re discussing. Also, you should be documenting your sources very carefully; your reader should be able to tell where every bit of source material begins and ends, and where it came from.
· Organization: a logical and forceful progression of ideas, strong transitions between points, unified paragraphs. An essay organized by source will not get the job done; your paper should be organized by ideas, structured by you, bringing in a variety of sources under each point.
· Style: Well-phrased and varied sentences. Some traps to avoid: passive voice, there is/there are, I think/I believe. (At this point, you should have done enough research to be an authority on this topic, so there’s no need to “qualify” by starting your points with “I think.”)
· Polish: your final draft should be clean and error-free. This is the last paper you will turn in; make certain that you are turning in your very best work.
· Format: according to MLA, APA, or Chicago MS guidelines, including a Works Cited page.

