J. West • English 1002-004

HOW TO RESPOND TO YOUR PEERS’ ESSAYS:

In this workshop, you will respond to 2 of your classmates’ essays. You’ll read through them and then use the comments feature in Word to point out specific places for improvement, based on the prompts below. I want us to focus primarily on ideas and development for this first round of review (we’ll tackle polishing the essay on Thursday). I want to see you push each other to develop good critical thinking and communicative skills. Read the essays critically and carefully, thinking about what the writer is telling you about herself and about the media she consumes. Pay close attention to what impression you’re getting of what kind of person this is and whether you feel like you know more about him based on his consumption habits.
Here are your instructions:

· Do not correct mechanical errors! If you notice a problem that occurs throughout the paper, you may comment on it (for example, you might recommend that the writer go back and check for subject-verb agreement or incorrectly used commas), but your job is not to proofread the paper. You are a reVIEWer, which means you are primarily concerned with the big picture of the essay. We’ll edit (for small, mechanical details) on Thursday). 

· Outline the main point of each paragraph (a comment at the end of the paragraph to say in a sentence: here’s what I hear you telling me in this paragraph.)
· Make notes about any paragraphs that could be broken up into smaller ones. Pay special attention to paragraphs that are about a particular media (a specific TV show, for instance), but that is communicating a variety of things. How could the writer break up the paragraph into topics?

· Look for connections: where does the writer do a good job of connecting her ideas? Where does she make big leaps? What threads can you follow throughout the essay?

· Look for specifics: Where do you want an example to help you see what the writer means? Where do you need more information to get a picture in your head? 
· Finally, read for a depth of analysis. Is the writer really getting at what about this media communicates something about himself, or does he need to dig a bit deeper? Where could you push him to ask “why?” one more time?

· Wrap up your comments at the end of the essay to sum up what suggestions you have for improvement, what ideas you’d like to know more about, and in general, where you think the writer should go next. This should be more than a “great job, you’ll get an A” comment; after all, these are first-round drafts!
