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A Media Autobiography


Nicholas Johnson once said, “All television is educational television. The question is: what is it teaching?” How true this statement really is. There are many television shows that I watch on an everyday basis. Most of the television I watch is not textbook educational. I seem to really enjoy the shows that are fictional. I enjoy watching shows like Desperate Housewives, Grey’s Anatomy and Las Vegas mostly for the romances that occur between the characters. My media clip that I brought in was from The Office where there was a friendship bond between two coworkers. I also enjoy shows that portray real life situations that are still mostly fictional. For example, I really enjoy CSI and Law and Order. I believe that these shows get there script writing material from some sort of real life story. The other share of the media I consume is not because it was my first choice. Sharing a house with another person, especially a loved one, you find yourself watching shows that he likes only because he had the remote first, and vice versa. It would be fair to say that the television media that I consume is broad in content. 

I enjoy watching Desperate Housewives because it has four main female characters that all are best friends and different in every possible way. It contains Susan, who is always unlucky in love and a total klutz. Bree is the over the top perfect model mother and housewife who has strived for nothing more in her life to portray a picture perfect family for all neighbors but has failed miserably in her home and we watch to see how she handles these issues. Lynell is a mother of four who struggles with work at the corporate level and shows how she juggles these issues as well as her typical eight year old twins, nine year old boy, and one year old daughter. The last main character is Gabby who is a model who married rich and does not have to work anymore. She has marital problems and it shows how she deals with them. Sitcoms like this get a large variety involved because the majority of the viewers can relate with at least one character on the show. In Grey’s Anatomy you have a lot of hospital romances and it keeps you interested in the show because you find yourself rooting for the “true love” relationship. I think that both of these shows appeal to me because I base my relationship’s “normality” on what happens in theirs. I find myself asking the questions of, “Do I show affection like that?” sometimes followed with a, “Should I show affection like that?” I fit into the genre that the ABC marketers were trying to reach with these two shows. I am an early twenties female who can relate to both shows on these life topics, whether it be ‘is my life going the way that I want it to’ and ‘am I striving for the goals I have set in my life and am I on the right path to reaching them’. 

Some of the other media that I watch is crime shows. I started watching Law and Order when Chad and I got married. He had watched it for years prior to our relationship and I picked up the habit. Law and Order has different topics that they address every week and the show is broken down into two perspectives. The first half hour shows the crime scene and the detectives conducting their investigation followed by the second half hour of the court proceedings of how the case might be tried. In the show, CSI, it is about a team of investigators who deal with a crime and show an hour of forensic analysis of how they solve the case to find the motive and means for the committed crime. These shows are interesting because they often have the killers or suspects who take a few minutes to explain why they committed the crime and how they feel about what happened in the situation. Sometimes with Law and Order, the stories and situations are mimicked from what might be happening in the national news. An example would be an episode where an intern had disappeared and they questioned a political figure. This show aired about the time Chandra Levy disappeared. Again, I find it real interesting on how people deal with relationships. These relationships do not necessarily have to be on a romantic level. These shows give a perspective for you to imagine what someone might have felt or went through during the time of the incident.  

I would say about 35 percent of my media consumption of television is not what I usually watch. For example, this last week I have been watching the NBA playoffs. I do not understand anything about basketball but find myself watching the program because my husband is. Sure, we have different televisions in other rooms but I enjoy his company even if it is just sitting with him on the couch. Last week, I watched a documentary of the Gold Vault at Fort Knox, Kentucky. I am not usually interested in anything history related, obviously Chad had the remote. When it comes to documentaries I am not sure if I really fit into the appropriate age group or genre that it is intended for. I am not sure that the marketers really have a specific genre in mind when they broadcast educational documentaries. 

I do watch a lot of television, probably too much television. Unfortunately in my case, most of the television that I do watch is not textbook educational. I actually like watching things that help me analyze my life. I can not find any “guidance” from watching the Gold Vault documentary. As interesting as it might be to some people it does not help me with my everyday problems. People may argue that the other shows do not either but they often give me new things to evaluate, mainly personal relationships. I do not take everything to heart; it just lets my mind take situations and develop more on them. I do not believe that watching television has ever been a waste of time even though I am not getting more intelligence from it; I usually gain clarity about some of the choices I have chosen for my life based on ideas presented by the shows that I do consume.
