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High-Stakes Testing
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I. Affects the following components in education:

a. Entrance into schools

b. Grade promotion

c. Diplomas

d. Funding in public schools

II. Background

a. History of the SAT
b. The emergence of ETS as a private organization
c. How the ACT arose in competition
d. How the test and its effects have evolved
III. Preparation

a. Pressure on administrators, instructors, and students

b. Alteration of curriculum to incorporate test material

c. Critical thinking lessons are lost for test teaching

IV. College admissions

a. Emphasis on ACT and SAT scores increasing

b. Measure of actual intelligence or relative intelligence?
c. Research on what exactly the tests predict

d. The racial and socioeconomic gap continues to increase
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V. Implications: What should be done to stop the tyranny of testing
a. An assessment of the accuracy of testing
b. Consideration of other factors in college admission

c. Getting back to the purpose of education
Questions: 

1) How large of a role should standardized tests play?

2) How much emphasis was put upon doing well on these tests at your high school or middle school?

3) Was the curriculum in some of your classes disrupted in order for test preparation?

4) Do you think tests accurately predict how successful students will be in college?
