English 1002.004 • JWest
HOW TO RESPOND TO YOUR PARTNER’S AD ESSAY:

Read the essay critically and carefully, and then address the following specific things in your comments:

· Is the description of the ad vivid enough to make you picture it and engaging enough to make you pay attention? Point out places where the description could be more concrete or more interesting.
· According to the essay, what does the ad mean; what is really saying? How does the writer back up that meaning with evidence from the words and images in the ad? Do you agree with the interpretation? Can you point out places where the interpretation needs to be more fully developed? 
· Do you get a good sense of the audience? How does the writer describe them? How does the writer back up his description of the audience with concrete evidence? How might the writer go about describing the audience more specifically? Is there anything about the audience that isn’t mentioned that you think should be?

· Does the writer do a good job of addressing the audience? Look at the places where “you” is used; do you know exactly who “you” is? Is the style of the essay appropriate for the audience?

· Think about the essay’s synthesis: does the writer have a strong conclusion? How does the writer think the audience should respond to that ad? Do you agree with that response? Has the writer been convincing enough to make the audience agree?

· Does the essay leave you with questions about the ad or its meaning; if so, what are they?

Finally, make a summary comment to let the writer know what final suggestions you have for improvement. Be helpful, thorough, and honest; point out good things as well as things that could be improved. 
