J. West/English 1002-003


ESSAY 2: EDITORIALIZING ABOUT EDUCATION

For several weeks now, you’ve been engaging in the public education system in East Baton Rouge Parish. You’re not an expert at this point, of course, but through your service, and through the discussions we’ve been having (and will continue to have) in class, you are gathering information to help you form opinions on issues related to education. We’ll use this assignment to start to articulate some of those positions.

Your Writing Task:

I’d like for you to imagine that you are writing an editorial for a local newspaper as a concerned citizen. You will be responding to an existing issue in education that you’ve read about, either on your own or in class, and presenting your position on that issue. Your goal is to present a logical argument that could persuade either those who haven’t yet made up their minds about the issue or those who would initially disagree with your position.

Who You’re Writing For:

Your audience for this essay is the general, news-reading public in Louisiana, or, perhaps, in the Baton Rouge community specifically, depending on what you’re writing about. The context of your issue should help you to decide.

How You Will Be Evaluated:

	
	POINTS POSSIBLE

	PROCESS
	

	· Complete draft submitted on time for peer review
	4

	· Responses to the peers in your group
	12

	· Participation in large-group draft workshop
	4

	FINAL ESSAY
	

	· Information: You present a clear, concise description of a focused issue and an accurate summary of the position(s) you’re arguing against (or with). 
	20

	· Argument: You assert and maintain a clear position, and you present well-thought out and well-supported points to defend that position. You don’t just make assertions; you back them up.
	30

	· An engaging and informative organizational plan: It should be clear that you have a plan for building your essay – that your ideas are in a particular order for a reason and that you are working to use transitions to guide the reader from one idea to the next.
	20

	· Style and conventions: Is the essay free from error? Are the sentences varied and stylistically appropriate to the task? Is your tone appropriate for the context and audience?
	10

	TOTAL
	100


